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- Pretace

'Free Trade, Small Scale Production and Poverty' is a product of the Partcipatory, Monitoring and
Evaluation (PM&E) research toolkit employed by a network of women researchers to assess the impact of
trade liberalisation on the livelihood security of women in Ghana. SEND Ghana facilitated the research in five
regions in the following communities: Elmina (Central Region), Matsckope (Greater Accra Region), Gane
(Upper East Region), Kalende (Northern Region) and Tangasia (Upper West Region). The research was
undertaken in the areas of fishing, tomato and soya bean production, processing and marketing, Women in
these communities derive their livelihood from the production activities associated with fish, tomato and soya
beans. As Ghana moves towards a more liberalised trade regime, questions arise as to whether the country can
improve the economic status of vulnerable groups, such as women, through free trade as stipulated by neo-
liberal trade theories.

SEND Ghana envisions a Ghana where people's rights and well being are guaranteed. We see public policy
advocacy as an entry point to realising SEND's mission of promoting good governance and the equality of
women and men in Ghana. This report examines the impact of trade liberalisation on women. The findings of
the report provide an alternative perspective to the country’s decision to deepen integration in the context of
the ECOWAS trade liberalisation scheme and the World Trade Organisation in general.

This research has been made possible through a partnership with Christian Aid - UK, Cordaid — Netherlands
and IBIS — West Africa. The partners contributed resources while SEND Ghana and her local partners
undertook the research, SEND is grateful for their support. My personal appreciation also goes to the staff of
SEND who facilitated the research processes in the various regions. Mohammed Issah, Bashiru Jumah,
Thomas Aduko Adi IO, F,ug::nl: Yirbourand (;("EJI’HE{ }sei- Hin‘lpt‘h who coordinated |‘H"|l‘1 s of the research for
SEND at different umes during the research since 2007, are all gratefully ackne wiedged.

It is the expectation of SEND Ghana that the findings of this report will give reason to policy makers to
rethink strategies that will enable Ghanaians to take advantage of liberalised trade regimes. We offer these ideas
as evidence from a micro-level where the impact of public policies is felt the most. While accepting possible
limitations of this report, we deaw confidence in our participatory approaches and rigorous processes in policy
impact assessment.

Samuel Zan Akologo
Country Director.
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UNION ECONOMIQUE ET MONETAIRE OUEST AFRICAINE
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1.0 Executive Summary

hana's adoption of trade liberalisation

policies in the early 1980s came as part of

policy directives prescribed by the
International Financial Institutions to salvage the
economy from economic depressions, At the sub-
regional level, a major motivating factor for the
establishment of ECOWAS was the need for the
creation of a common regional market.

The signing of the 1993 revised ECOWAS protocol
reinforced the need for the creation of an ECOWAS
regional market to achieve full economic integration
of the sub-region. Consequently, a regional policy
known as the ECOWAS Trade Liberalisation
Scheme was formulated for the purpose of
achieving deeper and accelerated regional
integration.  Although, implementation of the
scheme did not take off as scheduled, initial
obstacles have been cleared and some countries in
the sub-region have started implementing the
scheme within the framework of an ECOWAS

Custom union.

The aim for the creation of an ECOWAS custom
union is 1o promote coopeération and integration
leading to the establishment of an economic union
in West Africa in order to raise the living standards
of its citizens, and to maintain and enhance
economic stability, foster relations among Member
States and also contribute to the progress and
development of the Afncan Continent. It is,
therefore, expected that liberalisation within the
sub-region which leads to the creation of a regional
market will afford opportunities to small scale
farmers, especially women, to have access to a larger
sub-regional market. '

However, experience  with earlier liberalisation
schemes reveals that Jocal vegetable and food crop
farmers have not realised the expected benefits from
trade liberalisation. In Ghana, women form a large

proportion of the farming population and have
been mostly affected by the implementation of
liberalisation policies. Many have lost their
livelihoods due to intense competition that has
accompanied liberalisation.

As BECOWAS deepens liberalisavon through the
creation of a common regional market, Ghanaian
women engaged in the agricultural sector are being
edged out of market. The study used the production,
processing and marketing of tomatoes, soya beans
and fish as case studies to assess the impact of the
creation of the ECOWAS regional market on
livelihood security of women farmers, Contrary to
the expectation that trade liberalisation and
particularly the ECOWAS regional market would
offer export opportunities to local agricultural and
industrial producers, the livelihood security of the
women farmers in the study areas is threatened by
competition associated with general liberalised trade
regimes as well as the implementation of the
ECOWAS Trade Liberalisation Scheme. The
withdrawal of government support has exacerbated
the competitiveness of local agricultural output
produced by the women farmers,

Although Ghana has made commitment to liberalise
trade, the government has to muster the necessary
political will to enhance the export capacity of local
farmers, especially women, to enable them take
advantage of the opportunities associated with
integration into a custom union since government's
intervention in this regards holds the key to reducing
poverty among women and small producers.
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