N p— —
t on Growth and F

&=

eting with Develg

———mm




Table of Contents
List of Acronyms

1.0 Welcome and Introduction

2,0

3.0

4.0

5.0

Emmanuel Akwetey
Presentations

2.1 Critical issues in the implementation of GPRS |1 _
Mats Karlsan, World Bank Country Director

2.1.1 Discussion
Siapha Kamara

2.1.2 Contributions from the floor

2.2 Discussion

Mutual Accountability Frameworks MDBS, GPS and JAS
Taaka Awori Akufio- Gyimah, Country Director, Action Aid

Ghana

2.2.1 Contributions from the floor
2.3 Stwrengthening development partners and civil society relations
Daouda Toure- UNDP Resident Representative

23.1 Discussion

Strengthening development partners and civil society relations

Florence Dennis,

Coalition
Florence Dennis

Executive Secretary Ghana Anti-Corruption

2.3.2 Contributions from the floor

The National Development Planning System A Comment
Regina Adu-Twum, Director-General NDPC

Concluding Remarks

Wrap up

Appendix:
List of Participants

el s —

Harmanizing Partnerships In Support Of GIRS |j =

¥

14
16

19

21
21

23

25

27

29



Harmonizing Partnerships in Support Of GPRS i
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1.  Welcome and Introduction

Emmanuel Akwetey

he Growth and Poverty Forum (GPF) is a group of non-state actors -

comprising civil society and private sector, organizations. The term, non-

state actors, does not mean that the GPF is against the state. It rather

means that the member organizations are not employees of the state; neither do
they occupy formal positions in the state system,

This meeting has been called to initiate dialogue between the country’s
development partners on the one hand, and civil society and the private sector
on the other. The reason is that government has forged a partnership with the
develapment community to drive its programme of poverty reduction and
accelerated economic growth. This partnership excludes civil society
organizations and the private sector which have an equal stake in the
development of this country. Yet the success of government’s policy of poverty
reduction and accelerated economic growth depends to a considerable extent
onthe involvement at various levels of the non-state actors in the process.

In particular, these objectives could be achieved if the Growth and Poverty
Reduction Strategy (GPRS II) is based on a partnership that includes non-state

: actors. It is only when this inclusiveness is achieved that the GPRS could
- become a genuine national policy and institutional framework that
'-' sncompasses all levels and sectors of society and economy. This has not
- happened in the past and is not happening now. The GPF has taken the initiative

1o convene this meeting in order to bridge this lacuna.



Harmaonizing Partnerships In Support OF GPRS [

For sometime now members of the GPF have been meeting to review their rola
in the policy process, with particular reference to government’s development
policy, and, strategize on forging partnerships to discuss ways in which they
could contribute to government’s development policy for poverty reduction and D

#

accelerated economic growth.

The position of GPF may be summarized as follows, First, civil society and the
private sector must work closely with the government because the two play |
complimentary roles which if effectively harnessed will ensure the rapid
economic and social development of the country. For this partnership to be

productive it must encompass the development partners, and other state

institutions Ilke parliament, who will dialogue together on critical issues such as ,'
the nation's dgvelopment strategy and policy framework.

Second, civil society and the private sector should be pro-active. They should
not wait to be invited to meetings of this kind. They must take the initiative to
bring issues out and engage other stakeholders in the partnership. To be effective
civil society and the private sector should be adequately prepared 1o engage the
partners at various junctures of the public policy process, from the i inception of

the policy idea, through formulation, to monitoring and evaluation, and review:
stages. .y « ; !

Third, civil society and private sector organizations should build their capacities
In.various respects to enable them respond to the dynamics and challenges of
the public policy process and contribute to re-shaping and re-directing the
process for the benefit of the people of Ghana.
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So far the GPF has engaged the National Development _Plannlingf,'nmmissim:-u
(NDPC) and parliament in the formulation of the GPRS Il This meeting should
lay the foundation for dialogue development partners and government on
national development policy so that collectively all ?takéhqll:'lgrs could
contribute to the attainment of the objectives of the GPRS II.




