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A network thrives on the differences of the
people who work in the net. WIPNET draws on the
strength, experiences, character and vision of
women from different backgrounds and countries.
Here we capture the lives of 4 different women
who enrich the network.
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Women's work. experience, and perceptions of conflict

003 saw
peace once
gain being
an elusive

commodity in VWes!
Afnca. As the sub

d Ivoire., Libefia

expioded and our
radio, newspapers,
and TVs were inundated with hormors thal wens déja vu of previous
expenences 0 Siera Leone and yes Liberia. It seemed ke we were in
& re-run of a very bad Alrican move that had he same plol, aciors. and
iocaton but &l of a sudden this siory had a bwist a8 women burst into the
scene; women of Libedia undar WIPNET decided that the story would
have a different conclusion this bme. Women bombarded the Liberian
gavemmant in Morrowia with demands of pasce and ook thes cause o
the peace talks in Accra They expressed their view points and
strateges for poace, which were really ®e ches of the Liberan [0
] &l peace loving Afrcars. The resull of which was at the talks and
suEbon gared intemational atlention and the unprecedanted in West
Africa occurred, Charles Taylor was forced 1o resign. Do the woman
have anything to do with the beeath of fesh air blowing in Libera?
mpuﬁmﬂymmhn.mmnﬂnﬁimm.m“ymw'
Fave ieft that debate 1o commentators, for us . wea never had a say in
pace and conflact issues in ths past, than Be ore Sime wornen mobdes
in thousands and speak up. everyonse noGoes and chaargs Cams, AS the
year unfolded, the success of WIPNET in Liberia became inflectious
and WIPNE T-Cote &' ivoire began conciliatory visits to rebols n Bouake
an now the women are Ciose ales with the Ministry of Reconcligtion
working o nestore peace fo our beautiful bvory Coast
Women s peace pctvism Brough WIPNET is steadily growing strong
and Ihe vison gels ceansr s our sulb regon 586 tho power and impact
weormen yield whian thery wiork in collectives. in thes edition of our joumal,
Wi (Dtus On women's expenences in peace processes in 2003, We
ko you Swough @ joumey of our highs and lows in and
hope that women in Africa and beyond read this journal
and become molivaled o always lel our voices ring and be
haard

etting
women
o write
is always a
problem but
getting them fo
talk is by far
easier. In
HerStories
women write as
they converse daily
by speaking out about problems, sharing experiences
and information. This is a form of social action that can
bring about empowerment. It is also a stimulus for women
who have never written to take up the daunting task of
putting their thoughts, dreams, fears and aspirations on
paper. This was and remains the undertying intention for
the Her Stories journal.
There is no doubt that HerStories is an empowernng tool
that provides women with the space to be themselves
The joumal also recognizes the indubitably giant steps
that women are making in their contribution to just peace

in the sub region. These efforts must be recognized,
documented and disseminaled.

Since 2002 when it was first launched, HerStory has
given a ‘voice’, safe space and opportunity to women in
West Africa to articulate their views and concems on
issues that affect their well being, especially as it relates
to their involvement in peace processes in the region. The
success and spread of the joumnal in just 1 year,
demonsirates the importance of sharing stories and the
wilingness of women to speak up on issues affecting
them if given the space and opportunity.

2003 was an action-packed year for the women in
peacebuilding program (WIPNET) as noted in this
column. This edition thus takes a different dimension. It
not only shares inspirational stories on the experiences of
women, but also provides access to information about
resources that can assist women, and shares success
stories of the Women in Peacebuilding program in 2003.
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